
Tillie Arvizu
Virginia Camarena

[The interviewer on this recording does not formally identify the parties nor
himself so he is designated simply as “Q” – also, there is at least one other male
speaker in the room (maybe two) who is also not identified.  Therefore, all other
dialogue not identified as the main speakers or the interviewer are designated
simply as “??.”  All names of individuals are spelled phonetically.  This
recording consists of two tracks.]

TA: I know he had six brothers, but his…his brother says there was more.  I didn’t
know.  I know six.  And my Dad was the only one that came to Globe.  He must
have come in Globe in the…uh…in the early 20’s.

Q: Okay.

TA: And then…um…

Q: And your Dad’s name was?

TA: Uh…His name was Brigido.  Brigido, Brigido.  Spell that one! (laughs)

Q: B-R-I-J-I-G-O?

TA: Yeah, it’s like Bridget.  Yeah.  It’s B-R-I-G-H-O?  Or G-O?  Or G-O.  Brigido?

Q: Brigido?

TA: Brigido.

Q: Yes, that’s usually a J there.

TA: Okay.

Q: You should know.  But don’t you speak Spanish?  What’s your name, now, before
we get started here?

??: I’m Al.

[laughter]

TA: I’m Tillie…Arvizu.  This is Pete…yeah, Pete.

Q: Tillie Arvizu?
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TA: Yeah.  Arvizu.  Now…Tillie Martinez Arvizu, yeah.  And uh…what were we
talking –

Q: And…and you’re…?

VC: I’m Virginia.

Q: Virginia?

VC: Camarena.

Q: And that’s…uh…Joe?

TA: Joe…Martinez and he’s my…my brother’s son.

Q: Okay.

TA: The ones – he had 14 kids, you know, isn’t that nice?  I thought, oh how great.
They must have had a ball!  So, anyway, his name…my Dad was Brigido.  And
then in the…in 1933, 1933, we came to Chandler.

??:   From Tijuana and uh…there was a…you don’t remember ____?

TA: Oh God!

Q: Isn’t it awful?

TA: Yeah, it is awful, but…

Q: Yeah, but I can’t…I don’t know…I don’t know my…I don’t my…from
grandparents, on my father’s side, they died in 1910, so…I don’t remember their
names either.  But anyways, these are your grandparents?

TA: Yes, and I think, yeah, I think they died in the 18…you know, 19…yeah,
18…yeah.

Q: And what else do we have here?

TA: What…she got that…that was…that’s um…my husband and I before we got
_____.

VC: And here’s some pictures that were here in Chandler, I guess, when they
started…they…

TA: No, we had…we…



Tillie Arvizu & Virginia Camarena
Page 3

VC: They did…sent that to me FedEx.  So they sent…so I got some of these that…

Q: Oh, okay.

VC: …part with that.

Q: And this is to – this is you, Tillie?

TA: Tillie and Pete, yeah.  Pete Arvizu.

VC: And here’s pictures of them and I brought some old – from their book, that they
got messed up, but these are all Chandler.

TA: Chandler, you know, so…

Q: Oh, okay.

TA: And this one here, we…we lived in…uh…for four years, we lived in Sun Lakes
and this is my husband and I, you know, in…in the – we moved here, but uh…we
went back to California because the girls missed us.  We left…

Q: Is that right?

TA: Yeah.

Q: So Tillie…so Virginia’s your daughter?

TA: Yes.

Q: Okay.  I’m going to get this straight.

[laughter]

VC: Virginia…this is my mother.

TA: My first daughter.

VC: So…

Q: Okay.  And he’s your cousin?

TA: My cousin.  And he’s my grandson.  No, my…my nephew.

Q: Nephew.  Boy!
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VC: _____________ cousin.

Q: Okay.

TA: You’ll have to…her brother is Joe.

Q: Is Joe, okay.

TA: Yeah.  I’m at the point where I’m…I…I’m losing my mind.

VC: They were brothers ____ sister and brother, yeah.

Q: Joe…

VC: First born.  He’s the first born and I’m the first born of the…

Q: Oh, okay.

VC: ______.

Q: Whew!  It’s tough, you know?

TA: Yeah, it is.  There’s…uh…_________ here also.

Q: Oh really?

VC: But I don’t know if you could repair that or if they could get me a – this Chandler.
That was my father when he was a little boy.  And he was…

Q: (laughs)  That’s Pete.

TA: Pete, Pete.  Junior.  Yeah, that’s right, junior.

VC: I tried to have a copy made of it, but it didn’t come out so great.

Q: Yeah, well, you know, you can only make a copy as good as the original and this
is pretty…

TA: What you – did you take it out of the…out of the…um…the frame?

VC: It wasn’t in a frame.

TA: It wasn’t in a frame, oh.  Who gave it to you?

VC: You did.



Tillie Arvizu & Virginia Camarena
Page 5

TA: Oh, I did?  Okay.  Like I tell you, I’m losing my…marbles.

Q: You are not.

[laughter]

TA: But, yeah, I think this was taken in 1940.  That’s when I met him, you know, but
these are all Chandler people.  That’s Joe and my, you know…that’s Garcias from
here in Chandler.  Their last name was Garcia.  That’s uh…oh God…

Q: It says Max here.

TA: Max, yeah, that’s…yeah, you recognize…oh good.

Q: No, the names are written here.

TA: Oh they are? (laughs)

Q: I don’t recognize them!

[laughter]

TA: Oh, I thought maybe they had been around, you know, I think they’re all left, you
know.  And this is…uh…Tillie…

Q: Tillie, Pete and is it Doris?

TA: Oh I forgot – Dora, yeah, Dora.

Q: Dora, okay.

TA: Up in…up in Papago.  I understand they changed the name, didn’t they?  That
mountain, Papago Park?

Q: No, no.  They just changed Squaw Peak to Piestewa Peak.

TA: Right.

VC: Are you interested in anything like that?

Q: Yeah, put it down there.  We’ll get to it.  That’s a nice one.

TA: That was taken in Germany.  And that’s Pete and I…wait…uh…at some kind of a
river, I guess.
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Q: Maybe the Salt River here, huh?

TA: That’s my brother.  He died.  _______ told me that.

Q: Go…

TA: And that was…uh…I forgot his last name, but he lived in Chandler too.

Q: Says here tall, dark and handsome. (laughs)

TA: Yeah, well. (laughs)

Q: Some of these captions are kind of funny.

TA: Yeah, in those days…

VC: My father was a comedian.

Q: Was he? (laughing)  Yeah, he was funny.

TA: And then this one here is uh…Mickey…he died.  I forgot – maybe Joe would
know his last name.  Mickey, something…he died so young.  And this is friends
too.  This is my favorite ______ I put it in there.  I loved ______________ patient
and nice.  And those are…um…they…I think C.C. Kemp, my husband and C.C.
Kemp.

Q: Oh, okay.

TA: And one of those, you know.  Yeah.  This are…uh…here in the…here in the park
before they cut it in half.

Q: Okay.

TA: And that’s my husband playing here at high school.  Playing…he was always
playing ball or something.  And that’s me and uh…and him.  Oh, I’ve got – I used
to sit there in the bleachers and look at his legs.  He had the most gorgeous legs!
(laughs) Well, I didn’t fall in love for nothing! (laughs)

Q: Well, I guess not, yeah.

TA: And uh…and I think…is that C.C. Kemp again?

Q: Yeah, it looks like him.  They’re outside.

VC: This says that this was taken just before your wedding.
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[several voices talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

TA: No, no, no.  We were married then.

VC: Oh you were?

TA: Yeah, we were –

Q: It’s this one…it’s this one here, isn’t it?

TA: Yeah.  We…no…no.  We…who said that, Sam?

VC: And he sent it to me FedEx.

Q: Yeah, I thought it was taken after their marriage on October 1942.

TA: Yeah, after that.  Yeah.

VC: After.

Q: Um hmm.

TA: Yeah, ‘cause we got…yeah, we got married in ’42 because the Army wasn’t
gonna take him after he enlisted.

Q: Um hmm.

TA: Guess what?

Q: They didn’t…they didn’t want to take him?

TA: They didn’t…he did – they wouldn’t accept him when he went to enlist with a
whole gang the next morning…

Q: Um hmm.

TA: …after the war, and so I thought, he says, “Well, we can get married.”  So we got
married…uh…two months later.

Q: And you got married too.

TA: Well, we had already been married, you know.

Q: Oh, okay.
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TA: So they took him and he really gave them hell all the time he was over there.  This
is Bucky Andrada.

Q: Oh okay.

TA: Yeah.  And uh…this is more…this is more C.C. Kemp.  There he is right there.
Q: Um hmm.

TA: And, oh, he was a…I forgot him.  He used to ______.

Q: Fred Dorie?

TA: Yeah, here he is in…in…um…here he is in…and uh…C.C. Kemp.

Q: George, Y & Y Grocery.

TA: Yeah, that, you know, that was _____ Arruga, handsome one over there.

Q: Okay.

TA: What was Arru – uh…last name ________?

Q: Sure, all right, thanks.

TA: What was Arru – uh…name?  Did you see it here?  Mickey…and
Mickey…uh…your…your…that is…uh…he was…uh…the…best man or
something?  I don’t know.  If you see him here, maybe you can give us…

Q: So that’s the tall, dark and handsome guy?

??: Well, my mother can tell you that.

TA: This one here.  You can’t…

??: I don’t know.

TA: You don’t know?  And you don’t know Mickey?

??: No, I don’t know.

VC: [inaudible]

TA: These are my three sisters, Katie, Francis and me.  Way back when in…uh…that
must be in the 30’s…or in early 40’s or something.  And there, that’s me again.
Yeah, they have…
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Q: Tillie when…Tillie when were you born?

TA: ’24.

Q: Okay.

TA: And there I am bicycle riding.  And that’s Joe…Joe, my sister Katie.

Q: Oh yeah.

TA: Yeah, that’s your dad, and there he is again.

??: Oh yeah?

Q: Yeah.

TA: I had…my…I was…I didn’t know I had put my finger on the camera.  See?  Now
these are all – I’ve had them since, gosh, way back when.

Q: Him and Tillie, he’s surrounded by women, though, here.

VC: Always.

[laughter]

??: __________________ all the women _________.

TA: And…and, you know, uh…there’s my brother and Annie from Globe.  They used
to come and visit us.  And these are just whoever.  Yeah, it’s a park, see?  And
there’s…there’s Sal…I know Sal and who else is there?  Sal…Sal, Sal Vallejo.
That’s ______ where I am at…we’re staying right now.  And Eddie…uh…Rosas.
He lives in…in Ariz – in California right now.  And I forgot the other guy’s name.
But this down, you know where the ball park used to be.  Right here, wasn’t it?

Q: Yeah, it was right around here.

TA: Yeah.

Q: Yeah, I think it was right next door, as a matter of fact.

TA: And I think…and I think our house is…was right there on um…where the police
department is now.

Q: Um hmm.



Tillie Arvizu & Virginia Camarena
Page 10

TA: We…we inherited that house.  And this is in the war.  And, you know what son?
I took some of those out and…some I threw – that’s um…that’s in Phoenix.  Oh
this is…yes.

VC: Wow!

TA: Yeah.  We were out in…in…we were out in uh…

Q: In the middle of nowhere.

??: The boonies.

Q: Yeah.  See here’s some…

TA: Papago Park.

Q: So you can have some privacy.

TA: Well yes.

[laughter]

TA: Yeah, Papago Park and there’s Celey Andrade and that’s me walking down there.

Q: The street, yeah.  Downtown here.

TA: Yeah, um hmm.

Q: Yeah, I’d like to take some of these and have them duplicated.

VC: Well, can you make copies for us?

Q: Sure I can make copies for you.

VC: Yeah, because some of them…she was afraid to take them out of there.  She
shouldn’t take them out of the book.

Q: No, I’m going to…

TA: Well, some I took out and threw them away and felt so dumb, you know…

VC: Well, here’s some more.

Q: We’re gonna, yeah.
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VC: That were removed from the book.

Q: Okay.  Now these are from California?   These are…

VC: No.

TA: No.

Q: No they’re…

TA: The ones I --

VC: No, they’re all Arizona.

Q: No, no, I’m saying, but the…al – can I keep these for, like, a couple of weeks or
so?

TA: Yeah, um hmm.

Q: Okay.

VC: They won’t get lost, right?

Q: No, no. (laughs)  No we’re gonna…I’ll probably take them…

VC: There’s another album in the beginning that I…

TA: We have to come back and bring that to you again, you know.

VC: My grandmother played baseball in the 20’s and we have a picture of her in the…

TA:  This is down in the park and this is…

Q: Isn’t this the hotel?  San Marcos?

TA: Pete…that…oh that’s when he came back from the service and that was in ’45.

VC: And there she is…yeah…

Q: Bet you you were happy, huh?

TA: Yes.  Oh, you know what?  I’ve got this one.  You know, my husband was very
uh…romantic.  He didn’t talk.  My husband didn’t talk.  She can tell you.  But he
wrote the best letters.
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Q: Did he?

TA: And see, I put those in my album there.  And I don’t…I can’t read it.  Is there any
way…there…they can do something to it or not?  Just…

Q: No.

TA: No, that’s it, huh?  I don’t know, can you make out what he…I know it’s very
romantic.

VC: Somebody younger with better eyes.

Q: No, no, it says, “Tillie from someone who has never quite succeeded in keeping
her out of his heart and who hopes she will always…” Not that, it’s just it’s
covered up by this ___ here, that’s the…

TA: Yeah, see, if I had known 60 years ago, you know…

Q: Always…always run…well, it’s the last word we can’t get here.

TA: Yeah, I can’t…

Q: Can you get this last word here?

[laughter]

Q: No, no.  I can, you know, it’s like…

VC: Maybe his eyes are younger.

Q: Yeah, will always remember…remain…oh, remain true or something.  I don’t
know which it is.  Remain…

TA: Yeah.

Q: Okay.  “Tillie from someone who has never quite succeeded in keeping her out of
his heart and who hopes she will always remain” something, because you know,
we can’t see that something because it’s covered up with the glue.  So remain true
or something like that.  That’s good.  That’s nicely done.  I can’t write like that.

TA: We only made 58 years.

Q: 58 years?  Well, I don’t know…

TA: Those are some of the…um…my relatives so that’s…
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Q: Um hmm.

TA: …those are the…

VC: He wrote letters to the IRS and with humor and…

Q: Did he?

VC: Oh, it was funny.

TA: Oh yeah, they audited him twice and you should see the letters that he wrote to
them.

Q: (laughs)

TA: He’d go ________.

[laughter]

VC: If I did that on line 3 and did this on line 4, you owe me $280,000.

TA: This is Chandler.  Eddie…Eddie Comar.  I think he’s…his name was Eddie
Martinez, but there was money involved, so he changed his name real quick.

Q: (laughs)

TA: Oh, you know what?  These are Chandler people.  Uh…There…they’re um…

Q: _____________.

TA: Matovia.  Matovia.  Lupe…Lupe…yeah, Matovia and Lupe Solis.

VC: I tried to write it on the side who they were.

TA: Oh good.  Oh yeah.  They lived here next to the…our house.  Which is the police
department.  And then they left.  Yeah.

VC: I tried to get what, you know, memory I could.

TA: And this is my husband with a friend in Del Mar where they moved after…he
moved there for awhile before, you know, for the service.  Those are not…these
are not Chandler, just the two of us.

Q:  Um hmm.
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TA: You know.  And this is me and Mickey again.  Yeah.

Q: Well, this is a great picture of St. Mary’s.

TA: Yeah, St. Mary’s.  You know, I have – my cousins had a big one that…that Father
Paterson is with them.

Q: Um hmm.

TA: I…I was gonna bring it and I –

Q: You should have brought that one, yeah.

TA: Yeah, I should have brought that.  But, I’ll give it to you and you can bring it.

Q: Did you know Lefty…you know him?

VC: Yeah, Lefty Soto, yeah.

Q: Yeah.  He has a uniform.  He found a uniform, a ____ uniform he’s going to
donate it to the museum.

TA: Oh good.

Q: Did you see his little uniform over there from uh…did you show Virginia?

TA: Yeah.

Q: The…the uniform.

TA: Well I…all I had was a…um…a Chandler – my husband had a jacket from
the…Chandler High School.

Q: Um hmm.

TA: And I think it tore…tore apart, so all I…all I saved was the Chandler thing.
That’s all.  No these are…uh…(laughs) This is when my husband __________.

VC: (inaudible)

[laughter]

TA: This is my daughter.  That’s her.

Q: Well, look at you.  You’re naked here. (laughs)
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VC: Well this is in Chandler.  This is in front of their little old house.

Q: Is that right.

VC: And I was taking a bath, you know, they had the outdoor…

TA: They just had it destruct – the…what is, about 2 months ago?  Three months ago?
A year ago?  Did you have it…uh…Joe, you had the house…tear apart.  And
he…he even tore our…they even tore our…our…

VC: Palm tree.

TA: Our palm tree.

VC: Yeah.  How little the tree was.

Q: Where was the house?

VC: In Chandler.

??: _________ road.

Q: Oh, ________.

VC: Yeah, all those houses – all those bath pictures are right in front of the house.

Q: And they tore…the house has been torn down?

VC: Yeah.

TA: Yeah.

??: Yeah, that house and trees and everything.

Q: So…so, no, go ahead and sit down.

TA: No, I still can…

Q: So this was your house in…this is…this is in front of the house here, right?

TA: Yeah.

Q: Okay.

VC: It was a little palm tree at that time.
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??: That was the tree?

VC: Yeah.

??: That’s the little palm tree?

VC: Uh huh.  Yeah.  Yeah did you see my uh…

TA: Pete and I used to say goodnight there. (laughs)

VC: You didn’t see my centerfold bath shots there, did you?  In front of grandma’s
house?

??: No.  And sure enough.

Q: And she was…and she was making – and she was talking about the floozie over
here.

[laughter]

TA: We had…my husband’s got so many films from Germany that’s from a new
camera…

Q: Um hmm.

TA: …that he took from somebody.  And these just had so much film we had to use it.

Q: Oh, these are nice…they’re…they’re all done…this is all ______, right?

TA: Yes.  She was the _________.

VC: Yeah, I tried to put them together, but there’s one more album somewhere.

TA: That album that we forgot, we’ll have to make another trip.  That was – it’s got
more stuff and more _____ original from here.

VC: Yeah, I tried to write there what –

??: ____ this picture here too, huh?

VC: Yeah.

TA: Yes.  How come you tore it apart?  How come they took it down?  That was
dumb.
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Q: Oh, I think – well, it was just a…kind of a wooden billboard thing.  I guess, after
the war, it just didn’t…I mean, they put up a…uh…a rock monument and it was a
memorial to the, you know, for the dead and…uh…all the people who served.

TA: That was the flyers that they used to throw up in the wars in…in Europe.  And,
you know, yeah.  To…

VC: During the war they…they propagandasized…

TA: Yeah.  A lot of propaganda.

Q: What does it say down there?  Is that in English or no.

??: It’s probably your ________.

TA: Yeah.

Q: Oh, tell me your next ______.  _______________?  I don’t…I don’t understand
why they would do it.

TA: To make people homesick and…

Q: Oh yeah.  Okay.

??: _____________.

TA: I had two of them and I –

VC: We had the originals – we went to make photocopies and we left them in the
machine.

Q: Oh no!

TA: We…we dropped…and we lost one.  I looked and looked and I thought, oh, that’s
where we made the copies.  And I thought, oh gosh!  You know, way back when.

Q: It was in the 20’s.  It was in the 20’s.  It’s a shame.

TA: It is that.  And I thought, oh no, ‘cause I was – I used to save most everything.

Q: And you’re always taking a bath, no?

TA: What?

Q: She’s always taking a bath!
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[laughter]

Q: Here’s another one!

TA: Well, we didn’t have running water, so…

VC: And there was no entertainment, you know?

[laughter]

VC: So, take a bath!

Q: So it was 11 East Morales, the old house?  It was almost on the corner of uh…

??: It was…you know, where ______ house is?

Q: Yeah.

??: Well, there was a – right across the street was that little store there.

Q: Uh huh?

??: And right next to it’s that laundromat.

Q: Yeah?

??: Right next to the laundromat.

Q: Oh okay.

??: The plot…it had a house in the front.  The front was 13 feet _____the house in the
back was another.

Q: Oh, so you had a house in the back.

??: Well, the old house was the original house.

Q: Uh huh.

??: And then, my dad built the house in the back and the original house is the one in
front and then when they built the one in the back, like I said, it was 13 in the
front.

Q: Oh, okay.
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??: And 11 in the back.

Q: I gotcha.

??: But uh…there’s a _____ at one time and –

TA: Well, we took pictures.  We should have brought those.  We took pictures of the
house that he’s got.

[TA/VC talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

TA: When we got ____________.

Q: That looks familiar.

VC: I used to love the –

TA: _______ was like an only child

[TA/VC talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

TA: ____ great place to live.

??: ____ report cards in the Ocotillo, huh?

TA: Yeah.

??: Chandler Public Schools.

TA: He was…he was a straight A – my kids were so amazing.  He was a…

Q: A straight A student?

TA: Straight A student.

Q: Well, why were they so amazing? (laughs)

VC: He never talked!  We had no idea.

TA: He didn’t talk too much, but when he had something to say, he…

Q: Everybody listened.
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TA: Yes.  They did do that.  That’s a _____ you know.  He was a man of few words.
And then one time, he wrote something and I thought, well wait a minute, I says,
gee, I says, who wrote this?  And then I _____ and I go, huuuh!?  He can write!

[laughter]

TA: Gee!  Are those – I’m not sure…oh, here’s another one from…uh…here in
Chandler.  The old church that…

Q: Um hmm.  Oh, at St. Mary’s yeah.

TA: Yeah.  The…

Q: I know this has been changed.

TA: No.

Q: And this is snowballs here.  That’s not in Chandler.

TA: And…and this is uh…from Superior.  They had a beaut…beautiful museum.  Is it
still there, I wonder?  Or you have no idea?

Q: Oh sure – oh, you know, their house.  I don’t know.  They opened that house for
awhile, then they closed it again.  I don’t know if it’s open anymore.  I might still
– yeah, the house is still there.  You can still go there.

TA: We used to go there in the 30’s, you know, just for the _________

VC: Oh right.

Q: Well there’s…there’s a little state park there below this house now where you can
walk around there, yeah.

??: _____ wrote them a letter from….

TA: Yeah, that’s what I…

VC: These are the letters.

TA: Yeah, I…I think those letters…

VC: And this is the ___ from Chandler.

Q: Oh yeah.
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TA: Those are all California kids.  So how many…uh…are there any more from
Chandler here?  I wonder ____________.

Q: No.  We just…

VC: This is…my dad wrote to the I.R.S.

TA: We have two you said.  We can’t find it – it has to be somewhere in there.
There’s Sal…uh…that’s my cousin, but that’s in Carmel.  Oh here…oh here he is
coming back from the…this is down here on the…on the – that was his brother.
He died.  That’s…taking him back from service, over here.  Yeah, this is in
Delaware.  That’s a…

Q: Oh, okay.

TA: That’s a…single house that we inherited.

??: Where are they?

TA: Uh…We won eventually.  He always wins it.

VC: ___________ write these letters _____ my mom…

[TA/VC talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

TA:  -- training in Virginia.  Here, this is in the old house.

Q: Hmmm.

TA: Yeah, that’s in the…in the old house there in ____________.

VC: We have one where --- did you get to the one where he’s in his little zoot suit?

TA: Oh no.  Is it in here?

VC: Yeah.

TA: Oh, we didn’t see that.  I don’t know ____ Delaware or the mountains were Grand
Canyon or something.

Q: Here’s a –

TA: Now, he’s from Chandler.  He…and he was a…in Santa Barbara.
The…what’s…what’s the…



Tillie Arvizu & Virginia Camarena
Page 22

Q: A real mission there.

TA: …what’s __________ last name?  Navarette?  That’s…his name was Tony
Navarette.  Well he should be here.

Q: Oh, here it is.

TA: Yeah.  That’s Wally yeah.  Right…these are in _______.  The house is –

[subjects  talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

Q: And Wally?  Wally is?

TA: Wally, his name is Estrella.

Q: Oh, so this is just a friend?

TA: Yeah.

VC: Those are the two –

TA: No!  He’s Pete’s half brother.

Q: Okay.

TA: And these are two half brothers, the twins.  I think you have them in a…in a
baseball.

VC: In a basketball team between – you had them in the _____ here.  They were both
playing with a father…what’s the name of that father?

TA: Father Peterson.

Q: Oh, okay.

TA: Patterson.

Q: Patterson.  Yeah, okay.

VC: The twins were in that picture.  Which is them when they were younger.

Q: Okay.

VC: And these were her…her brother Arthur.
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TA: You know, that’s my cousin from Chicago.

Q: (laughs)  You ever go back there to visit some of them?

TA: I’ve never been.  At one time I thought I…I got ready and I was going over there
and I never got to Chicago.

Q: Oh.  You should go.  It’s a nice town.

TA: Yeah, but…here’s the one ______.  Um…But, now it’s getting worse than before
isn’t it?  Because, like LA, it’s horrible to get in there.

Q: Well, I mean, it’s every – every city is, it seems like it’s more and more
congested.

TA: Yeah.  Oh here’s a…oh no.  One of my Chicago – no, he doesn’t have a name
there.  He’s…uncle.

Q: Uncle.

[laughter]

Q: _______ somebody ______.

TA: Oh gosh.  Yeah, these are all Chicago, you know…so then uh…Carlos would
probably know, you know, more because he keeps in – oh, here’s the Chandler
guys playing.

Q: Um hmm.

VC: This is what came out of something, didn’t it?

TA: That’s…no, I took it out.  Remember I told you – you know, but that’s the…you
know, but these are Chandler, right there.

Q: Hmm.

TA: In the park.

Q: There was a ________.

TA: Yeah.  And these are all in the park – that’s all we had to do on Sundays.  You
know, just go and, you know.  And that’s Mary Almata.  She used to live here in
Chandler.  Her name is now Jay.  And that’s all in the park.  And these are all
Chandler girls.  And that’s…this is Inez…uh…I forgot her name.  Her last –
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Valenzuela?  Inez Valenzuela?  I don’t know.  She got married or…all those are
Chandler…

Q: Oh, is there another one?

TA: Yes, there’s a…the other one that – over there, those are the…the ones with the
letters and – you know what?  I didn’t find --

VC: My father never did write anything like that or ______________.

TA: Uh…What happened to all the letters?  I…you know, uh…

VC: I don’t know.

Q: So who is this?  Is the uh…Pete’s dad?

VC: Francisco.

TA: That’s his uncle.

Q: His uncle?

TA: Now, that’s my husband right there.

Q: Oh.  No, it says Pete’s grandfather.

TA: Oh, okay.  His grandfather.

Q: No wait a minute, wait a minute, wait a minute.  I want to see what this is.

VC: [inaudible]

TA: That’s right, that is his grandfather.  And that’s Pete.

Q: That’s Pete, huh?

TA: And that’s his…that’s his sister Olga ________ and him.

Q: Is that right?

TA: See he was raised…he helped – see the pretty smile?

Q: Well!

[laughter]
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TA: And this is during the service where they ________ I think it’s Germany ‘cause
he went from South Africa to Germany, to Italy, to France and _____ and…uh…

Q: Oh, it’s a ______________, I see.

TA: And I had some more, you know.

Q: That’s strange.  I know who that is.

TA: Yes.  This is a Chandler wedding…uh…these are all…

Q: Do you know this – let’s look in the back here.  Terri Marquez…

TA: Marquez…_____ wedding, 1940.  See?  And he died overseas.  He didn’t come
home.

Q: Oh no.

TA: So…and that’s me and my husband right there and I don’t know the…I don’t – I
know this is Mary Almata, you know, but some of these I…I didn’t put the names
on them.  I don’t know.  You can see…uh…Tillie Marquez right here.  I she still
– she…she got married and she – do you see her now and then?

??: No, I didn’t know her.

TA: Oh, you don’t know Tillie Marquez?  That’s her here.

??: Hmmm…she don’t look like the one I was thinking.

TA: And that’s my sister.  And that’s _______.  That’s _____________.  That’s
Virginia. (laughs)

VC: (inaudible)

Q: Big smile?

TA: Yeah.  This is…this is Pete’s mother, but right now…that’s…that’s taken in
uh…in uh…Ontario.

Q: Did you have any more children besides Virginia?

TA: I had, yeah, three children.

VC: Ten years later, I finally got a playmate, but they were too young for me.
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Q: That’s right!

[laughter]

Q: Damn!  10 years is such a big – huge amount of years when you’re that young,
yeah.

VC: Yeah, I come in here and I says, oh, look it mommy, _________________.
(laughs)

TA: That’s when you should have them.  Every 10, 20 years. (laughs)

Q: Every 10, 20 years?

VC: Fully dressed and mannered, right?

[laughter]

TA: I see all these people with 4, 5 kids and I think, oh, how do they handle them?
Good God!  You know…

VC: If we had 5 children in our house _______________?

TA: Yeah.  Yeah, this is Pete’s…uh…

??: Do you remember our house?

VC: I know, I _________ friends and every…jumping in and out of the window
and…beds and…big pots of food and I thought, boy, this is a fun place.

??: (laughs)

TA: Have fun with all the kids, you know.

VC: This is old Arizona, sit in the car and wait ____________.

Q: Pretty good.  Pretty good report card.

VC: In the newspaper when we had ____________.

TA: What?

VC: The newspaper articles they had honor roll, honor roll.
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TA: Where are the newspaper – I couldn’t find them _______.  Oh no, the ____ the
letters that he wrote.

[subjects  talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

TA: …to donate _____, so if I need any blood, I get free blood…um...

Q: What’s this?

TA: Oh, that’s right.  This is one – some of the letters that he wrote to the – what was
the name…uh…of the paper here?  Ed?  Oh you don’t know?

??: No.

Q: No.

TA: He used to write to the editor…

Q: Oh the Chand…Chandler Arizonan.

TA: Yeah.

Q: Chandler Arizonan.

TA: They used to go back and forth and he would always write the letters to them and
what – oh there are the letters, you know?  I had some copies, you know.  You
know what?  When…oh, when it was announced in the paper – there in the paper
there, then everybody would say, did you read Pete’s letter today?  You know,
you go up and down the streets and they said, did you read Pete’s letter?  They all
went ___ to buy the paper and go home and read it because he was outrageous,
you know?

Q: Um hmm.

TA: Are you from?  Oh, you’re from ---

Q: I’m from Chicago, yeah.  I was just reading his letter here about…____ that ___
name?  Barbara _______?  Yeah.  Sweet girl Barbara, but ____________.  What
the hell are you thinking? (laughs)  Oh, he’s funny.

VC: Yeah.

TA: He is funny.  He was a good, good writer.

VC: And you’d see him, you wouldn’t think he had that much humor, you know?
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TA: Every time he’d write me from overseas, all his letters were, you know, marked
out…uh…you know…

Q: Oh yeah.

TA: …and the – this is when we turned 50.  And they’d bring him into the office
and…and they…they um…they uh…court martialed him twice. (laughs)

VC: But he won.

TA: But he won.

Q: (laughs)  He won.

VC: They told him to go – he had to go on sentry duty or something.  He said, no, I’ve
got to eat first.

TA: I haven’t eaten first and I gotta eat, you know.  But I mean, he was behaved.

VC: He knew his laws, his rules.  He’d stop a baseball game, and people would be out
there with the rule books and then he would be right.  That was his thing, rules
and laws.

[laughter]

TA: What was that __________ oh, I see, that’s where they apologized, you know.

Q: Well, at least they do that – did that then. (laughs)

TA: But no, he was – and uh…he got angry because he went…when he went to enlist,
and then they sent him home.  And he was really disappointed that all his friends
went that night.  And then we got married and then they called him.  So, from
there on, he gave them nothing but trouble, nothing but trouble.

Q: So how…how long after you got married did they call him up?

TA: About two months.

Q: (laughing)  Oh man!

TA: You know, so and then, they asked him to be an officer.  He says, hell no!  He
says, you got me as a private, I’m getting out of here as a private!

Q: (laughs)  _______ some mission records.  Yeah, stuff hasn’t changed very much
over the years.
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TA: What is that?

Q: _________ performance of…I was in the Army in the 70’s.  A lot of this stuff
is…looks the same to me.  So he became a teacher?

TA: No he was an accountant.

Q: No he was…an accountant, okay.

TA: I don’t think he’d become a good teacher. (laughs)

Q: _____ talk a lot more for that. (laughs)

TA: He got more money for accountant than he did, you know…

Q: Oh sure, yeah.

TA: Just like my daughter.  She wanted to be a teacher so bad.  And she ended up at
the…that’s my daughter _____ Virginia.

Q: Oh, Virginia.

TA: She wasn’t there that day and I couldn’t make it, so I ____ didn’t take a picture
with the darn horse.

VC: And you _______________.

TA: Huh?

VC: Most of the time you weren’t there.

Q: You still have horses?

VC: Uh…No, actually ____________.

Q: Oh. (laughs)

TA: This is a friend of mine – her…that’s her cousin, her uncle, and I have the whole
story of, you know, _________, you know, I have the whole story that --

Q: Oh, I guess he was an _________, huh?

TA: Yeah.

Q: Victor Daniels.
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TA: _____ I remember my uncle, you know, and I have the whole, you know, in
another album.  She’s a…

Q: Sorry, I’m no movie buff, so… (laughs)

TA: No, yeah.  And I thought, gee, she lives here in Mesa now.

Q: Hmmm…she’s very pretty.

TA: That’s your sister.  That’s her sister.

??: Uh…that’s Cecilia.

TA: She’s a _________ and he’s not, he –

??: Cecilia Martinez who works at the library?

Q: Cecilia?

TA: Yeah, we should mark him off because we don’t ___________. (laughs)  Don’t
you know her now?

??: Cece?

Q: Um…

??: At the library?

Q: I might know her.  I might –

??: Yeah, I think – she…see her with Inez most of the time.

Q: Okay.

TA: She’s got that…she’s got that ____________ oh yeah.

??: That’s me.

TA: Oh, that’s you.

??: It looks like me.

Q: Irene.  Are they still married?

[laughter]
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??: That’s what I did!

[laughter]

Q: Okay.  Um…Yeah, I’m –

TA: What was this flyer?  This…oh, ____________.  I used to save everything in
here.  Oh, I was a…I was a ______________.  I was a…

Q: A den leader or something like that.

TA: Yeah.

Q: Look at that Matsui Koyanage, you know?  The Japanese lady?

TA: Yeah.  Yeah, I had to – when my kids wanted to be in scouts, I became a troop
leader, yeah.

Q: Um…Which of these do you want copies made?  For yourselves?

VC: (inaudible)

Q: Which one do you want, this one?

TA: Um…no.  _________________.

VC: I can’t remember…

TA: ‘Cause well…because you’re gonna send back the original so…you know, I have
them there.

Q: Um yeah…but I…you know, if you need – want some copies of them, ‘cause I
have to pick and choose through here and see which ones…which ones I want to
use – its kind of…

VC: Yeah, some of these I can make myself, but I thought the more difficult one is
_____________. So which one are you going to take?

??: Well the ones that he’s gonna pull out for their ____________ are probably the
ones he should have done.

Q: Yeah, well…I’m not gonna have…I’m not gonna pull them off.  They’re gonna
take those…they’re gonna make the picture just right from the album like that.
That’s the best way to do it.
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??: But those there are –

VC: I don’t know.  Is there anything there you’d like a copy of?

TA: No, because, you know, I just --

VC: Oh, well I’d like a copy of that for sure.

TA: I thought we had some extra ones?

VC: I don’t have one.

TA: Did…Did we…well, there was – didn’t we run into…

VC: It was…that wasn’t _____.

TA: I thought we had one in there somewhere _____ bigger ones.  The two…______

VC: Well no one says we have to do 8 x 10, 5 x 7 or…

Q: 5 x 7 __________.

VC: What are you gonna make out of them?

Q: I’m just gonna make 5 x 7s for now  You know, the most important – but if you
want an 8 x 10, I mean, for all…you know, just for you coming down like this so
that we can…

VC: ______________.

Q: …we can do that.

TA: No, I thought _________________.

[subjects  talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

VC: Oh, this is in Chandler.

TA: Yeah.

[subjects  talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

VC: We have one of you in a forest.  Did you see that one?

TA: Yeah, where is it?  Did you find it?  I couldn’t find it.
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VC: ______ forest…

Q: Um hmm…both ______ just the two?

VC: They can be small like…they don’t have to be, you know…

TA: I…I was – it was a…it was a -- ___________.

VC: ______________...I think I’ll make a –

TA: How did you write – the hor – I know – I couldn’t…I couldn’t spot it.  Do you
know where it’s at?

VC: It might be in the other book.

TA: And…and I have the…it’s a movie horse.  I forgot the lady…______, you
know…

VC: _________________.

TA: And she had it over at her house and she said, sure take a picture.

VC: Are these hard to make copies of them when they’re in the book?

Q: I don’t think so.  They’re – that’s pretty, I mean, that’s a…I mean, it’s a…it lays
pretty flat, so I don’t think they’re going to be any problem.

VC: Oh really?

Q: Yeah.

VC: Oh, look at you guys.  Look how skinny you guys were.  Katie and…

TA: Yeah, but we didn’t have the fast food junk that you have now.

Q: Um hmm.

VC: Oh, you didn’t go to the In N Out place.

Q: (laughs)  In N Out place (laughs)

VC: Look at those bicycles. Oh, we’d like a copy of that, Joe and I.  Here…

Q: Oh yeah.  Joe _____________.
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Q: Yeah, I think I showed that to you.  Your dad with the girls, he’d always hang
around with the girls there.

TA: Now this one, if you have it, I’d like…I don’t care what, you know, ____ on that
one, but uh…I have to get you the names of my grandparents.  And, you know,
the whole tribe is in Chicago.

VC: Oh is it that way?

TA: They all live in there, but _______________.

Q: Okay.

VC: (inaudible)

??: Yeah, I’d like to look for some ____________________.

Q: Okay.  I’ll just…I’ll just _______.  I’ll just charge you whatever it costs us to get
them made.

TA: Okay.  ________ senior’s discount (laughs).

Q: Senior’s discounts?  Maybe for you.  Do you want me to…do you want me to do
something with this?

VC: Oh, this one!  I’d love to get a…a copy of that.

TA: Yes, would you please because – I thought I had another.  But, you know, we can
____________.

VC: Um…two?

TA: No, ‘cause I’ve been wanting to do it for so long and…and I…I took it
somewhere but –

VC: ________________?

Q: Yeah, we’ve got a _____________.

TA: And…it…to me, it means a lot to preserve this and I didn’t know where to take it.

VC: So, should she leave these in this book?  Or _______________.

[background noise too loud – unable to transcribe…]
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Q: Same with this, we’ll probably just shoot it from…They might…they
might…well no.  Then you’re talking a lot of money if you want them to airbrush
stuff out of them.

TA: Oh really?  Oh, okay.

VC: Well, how much would it be?

TA: I don’t know why I put this in there ‘cause I didn’t want it to fall – that’s why,
‘cause I took it out and I thought I didn’t want it to fall out and maybe that’s --

Q: No, I’ll take care of it.  But you…you want – I’m going to get a negative of this
made and you want some uh…what size print would you like for this?  8 x 10
or…?

TA: Well, whatever the thing is here.  I don’t know, you know?

Q: Well, it’ll be…you know, it’ll be – it won’t be 8 x 10 because of the nature of this
photo.

TA: Yeah.

Q: It’ll be like, uh…

VC: 11 x 14?

Q: Well, yeah.

TA: Yeah.

VC: Maybe 11 x 14.

Q: 14?

TA: Yeah.

VC: Or did that ruin it?  No, it’s pretty much the same thing.

Q: Well you’re – what you’re gonna, I mean, you’re gonna get some empty spots if
you have an 11 x 14.  It’s gonna be white here, white here, you know?  Just
because it’s…

TA: So it would be better what?

VC: 8 x 10?
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Q: No, it doesn’t matter.

VC: Okay, I think 11 x 14…

Q: Either size you’re gonna – yeah.

VC: …’cause you can cut it down one way.

Q: Yeah, it’s just the nature of the photo, you know, it’s like…if we have a long
photo and you get 11 x 14 it’ll be 14 long, but it won’t be 11 tall because it’s so –
so, it’ll be like 8 or 7.

VC: Um hmm.

Q: So 11 by – where’s is my…where are my little things at?

TA: Oh, here, I _____.

Q: I bet you ______________.  Hmm?

TA: Just little pieces like that, yeah.

Q: Isn’t that weird?  Little Post-It notes.  What did I do with them?

TA: Oh there they are.  Right – you dropped them.

Q: I don’t even remember doing it.

TA: Oh I see you have –

Q: I must be getting old.

TA: No, don’t say that.  When you get to 80 then…start --

Q: Do you want one for yourselves?  Or who wants…who wants how many of these?

TA: I…I just want at least 3 copies, you know.

Q: Three cop – three 11 x 14’s?

TA: Yeah.  I have three daughters and um…and if Carlos wants one, that’s your
great…grandma.

VC: It’s too bad your finger was on this picture ‘cause it was your…your mother and
your father.
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TA: That was your…your moth – your Dad’s grandmother.

VC: That…this tree is in another picture.  There’s another picture of somebody in a
baseball uniform with that tree.  And…where is that tree?

TA: In front of the house.

VC: No, not this tree.  This is another tree.

TA:  No, no.  That’s the same tree it was.  Don’t forget this is in the…in the way back
when in the…in the 30’s, in the late 30’s.

VC: Is it.

TA: It’s the same palm tree that was there, you know, later.  Yeah, because I was
only…I was only about 14, 15.

VC: Oh okay.

TA: Yeah.

VC: Our palm tree.

TA: Yeah, this is the same tree that we had, you know…

Q: Did we tear this one here and not the notebook?

[subjects  talking at once – unable to transcribe…]

VC: You know what?  They FedEx’d that to me.

TA: We only have one with _____________.

[END OF TRACK 1]

Q: It’ll be all  right, but it’s not gonna be any better than um…

VC: Than the one I have.

Q: Than the one that she has.

VC: Okay.

Q: You know, because it…we can’t make it any better than the original.
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VC: Okay.

TA: So the thing to do is just glue it there and what have you?

Q: Yeah.  It’s been deteriorated pretty much.

TA: Yeah, so I take the –

Q: So we want…uh…how many copies of this?  A couple of 3 x 5’s?

TA: Yeah, I think, you know, ‘cause I know the girls…I have two daughters and I
know that, you know, ‘cause we had so many, but we gave them away and that
was it.

Q: Do you have more?  Is there more stuff?

VC: Oh yeah, just that.

TA: No, when we come back with the other one, that…the other one –

VC: ______ two _______.

Q: No, we’re not, yeah, we’re not, yeah…

TA: That’s two.

VC: Okay.

Q: But if…since I’m going –

TA: Never mind.  You just have this old…older stuff right here.

Q: Yeah, but if you want…if you want some…well…I’m going to the photographer,
I mean, so if you want to make copies or something.

TA: I don’t know.

Q: Let me know.

VC: Since you’re going there anyway, huh?

Q: Um hmm.

VC: I’m trying to think, but I think we have enough.
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??: _________________?

TA: Yeah…that…that should be – that should be one of them because uh…we don’t
have too many of hers, you know.

??: Yeah, but it’s not…it’s not very focused.

TA: It was – no.

Q: Yeah, it’s too bad because that would have been a good photo.

??: It’s just…it’s just not –

Q: Yeah, it’s not gonna be any better than that, Virginia.

VC: Oh, okay.

Q: You know?

VC: Okay.  I’m just trying to _____ this is from --

TA: But didn’t we see another one in there?

VC: ________ that they don’t do anymore.  Remember the Black lady putting dust
under there?

Q: Oh yeah.

VC: This is on a front page off of a magazine.  I didn’t know it was valuable.  I ripped
the page out. (laughs)  This was years ago.

TA: Yeah, we did things that, you know, I did too.  With this one, I took and after I
________ I took some of those things out of there.

Q: So with, yeah, I’m gonna take this one.  There’s some good photos there
from…uh…from Chandler.

TA: And I’ll bring that – before we leave, maybe we’ll drop it off here, that one from
Father Paterson’s with the…with the old guys.

VC: Oh, you didn’t bring it?

TA: No, I didn’t bring it.  I meant to put it…bring it, but I thought ________.

Q: So when are you – and there’s one more album that might be floating around
somewhere?
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VC: Oh, there might be two.  And really, and I ___ know they’re really old pictures.

Q: And when are – are you going…when are you going back to California?

VC: We’re leaving…

TA: Saturday.

Q: Okay, so you’re going to let me have these here?

VC: Um hmm.

TA: Yeah.

Q: Let me…let’s fill out some paperwork so we’ll just – so you have
some…something.

TA: Okay.

Q: And I have something, so I don’t lose it.

VC: Yeah, that would be…

Q: That would be good, yeah?

VC: No.  It wouldn’t.  Just the album and I still have more pictures I’m trying to get in
touch with the people.

??: _______was telling me she had a picture of my…of your grandfather and your
grandmother.

VC: Yeah.

??: And she says this was up…up there in her room and somebody took it.  She was
gonna paint it.  I don’t know what she meant by paint it, but somebody took it.

TA: And this one wasn’t taken from her.

??: But anyway, she says there was a…a…Davina ____________ I don’t remember
______ remember who that was.

VC: No, I don’t think so.

[background noise on tape – unable to transcribe…]
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??: She said it was all ____________.

VC: Oh, that’s right –

TA: I think it was Atelana.

??: Atelana, yeah.  Atelana.

TA: That’s my…that was ____ they really liked that name, Atalina.  And I don’t know
who changed it to _______.  And you know who Atalina…uh…Paul’s sister.
Isidoro…that’s the one I…we couldn’t figure out here.  Isidoro and he’s in there.

VC: The _________________?

TA: Isidoro Martinez.  I think he was __________.  That was his name.  Isidoro.
Yeah.

??: Isidoro?

TA: Isidoro, yeah.

??: Who was Isidoro?

TA: My uncle.

??: Your uncle?

TA: Yeah.  And…and he…he…his daughter was named…and his name was Isidoro
and hers was…uh…she was an Italian and she was _______.  Oh, I wish I could
remember.  _______________.  See, I forget a lot and I’m forgetting.  One of
these days you won’t be talking to me. (laughs)  I told the girls if I get
Alzheimer’s what are you gonna do with me?  Well, we’ll think of something.
And I said, why don’t you give me a real ______?

??: __________________?

TA: What?
??: ______________?

TA: Uh…_____________ is his last name.  Ray…

??: Oh, no, no.  This one.

TA: Oh, the…uh…oh yeah, I know that…Cornelio…Cornelio Garcia.  Remember that
because I won’t remember.



Tillie Arvizu & Virginia Camarena
Page 42

??: Cornelio?

TA: Cornelio.

??: I don’t remember ______________.

TA: Remember that Chicago uncle?  I remembered his name.  His name is Isidoro.  I
just remembered – and some of…oh, and her name is, oh, her name is Atalina. A-
T-A-L-I-N-A.  That’s what her name is.

??: I thought  you told us it was A-L-I-_____.

TA: I don’t know how to spell it, but it’s Atalina.

VC: Atelana, it’s kind of…

Q: Atelana?

TA: Yeah, um hmm.  But that’s my…that’s my cousin.  But I…I remembered his
name is, but I can’t remember what…

Q: So we’re gonna put down three photo albums.

VC: Oh, I’d like a copy of that.  A 5 x 7.

Q: I’m making a –

VC: How ____ is that to make these little copies?  Is that a good deal _________just
take them into the studio and have them make copies?  Or do you have to take
them at least to a specialized place?

Q: What they have to – we’re making copy negatives.

VC: Right.

Q: And what they do is they just simply take a picture of the picture so they have a
negative.  Once you get the negative, then we can make prints with that.

VC: I see.

TA: Uh…I’ll call Connie tonight.

VC: Well, when I get back home is I want a group of these things.  Is that difficult?
Do I have to go to a special place?
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Q: Yeah, you have to go to a…like, a…like a photo…a…a higher end photo.  Not
everybody does copy negatives.

VC: Oh, I see.  Well, maybe ____ together…you’ll give me that address and I’ll ship it
to you or something.

Q: Well, I’m sure there’s one down in California.  I’m sure.  You know, just…just
call them up and say do you do copy negatives?

VC: Oh, okay.

Q: And tell them you’ve got black and whites and usually
there’s…there’s…uh…they can make either 35 mm, which are fairly cheap to
make or they can make…uh…make them on bigger negative film, which is a little
bit more expensive than that.  I think for your purposes, you just tell them you
want a 35 mm copy negative.  I’m gonna probably make a little bigger ones
because um…

VC: Okay.

Q: You know, just…just a little, they’re a little bit better quality.  But, not that 35
mm are bad or anything.  Okay, three photo albums.

TA: Oh, I thought we had two…one, two…

Q: Am I gonna – what’s…is there anything over there?

TA: Oh yeah, ___ three.

Q: Yeah, let me…let me just – yeah, I’ll keep this.

TA: That’s right yeah.

Q: Three photo albums…uh…one --

TA: I’ll get you the name, excuse me, I’ll get you the name by the…by Carlos knows
more about…

Q: Okay.

TA: …he’s been doing the heritage, you know…so I’ll…and then I’ll call you and let
you know what, you know…

Q: It’s one photo of your…
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TA: Great grand – those are my great…grandparents.  Those are my great…yeah, my
grandparents.  Yeah, those are my grandparents.

Q: And we don’t have this photo anywhere else, do we?  Do you remember?

TA: No.

VC: No.  That’s…

TA: We had –

Q: Who sent you this?

VC: She gave it to…

TA: A cousin.

VC: …a cousin and he’s doing a family tree on…

Q: Oh, okay.

VC: And so, he’s not the kind of person that once you give him something, he gives it
back.

Q: And you think it’s --

VC: And everyone said, I’ll never do it.

Q: But you got it back, though.

VC: Yeah.  I got it back.

Q: This is ______ or something isn’t it?

VC: No, ___________.

[laughter]

Q: (laughs) I know some people. (laughs)  It’s a technique.  I know some people I
can call if you don’t give me this back.  Here, why don’t you fill this out for me.

VC: I don’t do that kind, but I know people that can do that! (laughs)

TA: Fill it in for her, but…
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Q: So this is the 23rd today?

??: 22nd.

Q: 22nd?  Okay.  I’m gonna keep – I’m gonna see if I, so I’m gonna…you feel okay
by me sending this back to you even through…uh…

TA: Why don’t you give it to Joe and then I can – ‘cause that’ll cost you a million to
send it.

VC: No, you know what?  Why don’t you just hold onto it…

Q: Okay.

VC: …and we’ll drive back and pick it up.  That way, we’ll know you’ve got it and I’ll
just make a special trip to come down here.

TA: And…and we’ll bring…and we’ll bring --

VC: Because I don’t want anybody responsible and I’ll say well, Joe, you know,
maybe…

Q: Oh yeah.

??: ______________.

Q: I’m always worried about sending them.  It’s not the money, it’s like, you know,
stuff does get lost sometimes, you know?

VC: It does.

TA: It does.

Q: And this is like, irreplaceable…

VC: ____________ I’ll come back down.

TA: It only took us 6 hours to drive.  That’s without…

VC: We stopped at ________ in Blythe.

TA: Yeah, it was no big deal.

Q: So I’m gonna…I’m gonna put the…the date of the loan as from today till um…I
don’t know, a month?
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TA: Okay.  Whatever you say and then we’ll…

Q: Well, I’ll do…um…

VC: _______________.

Q: It doesn’t matter, I guess.  I’ll put down…I’ll down till the end of June, but I
should have it done before then.  So you go ahead and fill this out for me so I…I
make sure I have your phone  number.

VC: _____ on the coolest day in June, right?

Q: (laughs)  No,  I’ll have them done before…before then.

VC: I’m just joking.  I’m just ____ weather.

TA: _________________.

VC: _______________.

??: I don’t know where my – I don’t have my pictures.  My ____ Carlos got them
or…

TA: Oh this is…this is right.  You were a cowboy.

VC: _____ doesn’t have, yeah, a whole…the whole family all in cowboy – in baseball
uniforms.

??: I’ve got some of those.

VC: __________ that.

??: I don’t know you’re interested, but I’ve got, like, you know, some little things that
they gave me back when I went to the baseball banquet and stuff like that, you
know?

Q: Yeah, bring them down.  Let me…you know, we might not use them right away,
but we’ll – we bring stuff down.

??: I’ll have to look and see what I got.  It’s not ________ most of the stuff and then
______________ here and there and everywhere.  Got me very upset when people
started throwing stuff out, you know?

Q: Yeah.

??: And then I ____________.
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TA: Okay, so you’re giving it extra time here so…

Q: Yeah, that’s…you know, no, no here.  Yeah, don’t forget to fill this out.

TA: Okay.

??: __________everybody started throwing stuff, you know?

TA: Well that’s a…

Q: I’ll give you a copy of this.

TA: Okay.  Uh…That’s what happened to me so I only have one picture of my
husband’s mother.  His father was a baseball player.  His mother was a baseball
player.  This is a – we forgot to bring to you.  That’s gotta be on there.

Q: Oh yeah, that’s right.

TA: She…she’s got a baseball player _____ and all her sons after my husband died
came over to ___________ and they says, I want to see your picture, you know,
but, why?  And I stood there and I stood there and I said, you’re not taking my
picture.  So they left and they have never spoken to me again.

Q: Oh no.

TA: That’s the best thing that could happen to me. (laughs)  And I thought, no, I’m
keeping this.

VC: And I didn’t understand that.  Everyone could have a copy of it.

TA: But I kept a copy and I thought, well…

Q: Yeah, but, you know, a lot of people don’t even do this.  They figure there’s one
photo and everybody wants it.  But you can…

??: Scan it?

Q: You can, yeah, now it’s easy…a lot of times you can go to Walgreens now and
get – that’s those little machines there.

??: Yeah, but a regular scanner that makes it like ___________.

Q: Yeah.  You can put it right on your computer, yeah.

??: I got one.  I just haven’t hooked it up on my computer.  ______ pictures.
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Q: You can, yeah.

??: _______ so I don’t know what kind of quality you get.

Q: It’s actually – if you…you can buy – I just found out…

VC: ____ a Hewlitt-Packard one at…at…Hewlitt-Packard one at Costco is supposed
to be really, they talk about it all the time, you know…

Q: But I…

VC: …A Hew…

TA: My brother Trini, he had a purple heart from –

??: Yeah, he’s purple hearts.

TA: Yeah.

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

??: He took – he sold them…he sold them, all his, he had a purple heart and _____
sold them to my Dad.  Well he was gonna sell them and buy some booze.  My
Dad…said, you know, he didn’t want them, but says, “No, I’m gonna go sell
them.  So why don’t you buy them from me?”  My Dad says, “___________.”
So, my Dad ended up ________.

Q: Um hmm.

TA: I _____ got one from ___________.

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

??: I know they had them for awhile __________.

Q: I just found out you can…you can scan them in your scanner and you can – if
you’ve got a copier, the…or a printer that works well, you can use photographic
paper and they’ll come out and it’ll be almost just as good as new.

TA: I wonder if Mary has that in her computer?

Q: But you can also go to Walgreens now.  Go to where the…where the photo…the
developing is.  They got the little machines you can put a photo in and make a 5
x7 or an 8 x 10 and it’s…actually it’s pretty decent quality.  Like, I think it’s like
5 or 6 bucks.
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VC: I’ve seen those machines.  You just stick it in there and you can make a…you can
make a whole set.  You can make an 8 x 10, a 5 x 7 and some 2 x 3’s or whatever
you want.

Q: Yeah, um hmm…and they actually, they…it’s…sometimes I…I’m not gonna do
it in this case, ‘cause I want _________________.

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

Q: So you like matte finish.

VC: Yeah.

Q: Okay.  I’m glad you told me that, or else you would have got all glossy ones.

VC: Oh really?

??: You like matte finish?

VC: Yeah, I do.  On some of the ___ there.

??: Not on black and white.

VC: No?  Oh isn’t that what that is?

Q: What am I gonna do?  Two of each, right?  At least two of each, so I’ll do –

VC: That isn’t that old picture?

??: I don’t think it’s matte finish.

Q: Well you can’t tell ‘cause you got the…the thing here.  Well this is a matte finish
here.

VC: Yeah.  Those are matte finish right there.

Q: I’ll tell you what I’m going to do.  I’m gonna make two of each, and do one matte
and one glossy.

VC: Oh then when _____ and finds out ___________ or something?  Is that it?  I’m
just joking.

[laughter]
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Q: So you…oh, you all want – so there’s…I’m gonna make two 5 x 7s of each of
these in here, is that right?

VC: I don’t think we want two of everything in there.  Do we?  I think…

TA: I just want the one ___________.

??: Well, if you’re gonna make one, he’s gonna make one for her too.

VC: Oh, you want the same thing that I got?  Okay.

??: Yeah, ‘cause the more _____ you know ____.

VC: The more of them around, okay.

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

TA: If you have one, I have one…I have to have one too. (laughs)

??: The ones you’re gonna make.  The ones you’re gonna make, I’d like to have a
copy of and the ones you ______, you know, ones that are…

Q: Okay.

TA: I’m going back to find that, you know, that uncle.  His name was Isidore, you
know, I’m looking for.

??: You know, those pictures of…I haven’t even seen that.  You know, _____ her
that thing we have here.

TA: And I still have a box –

??: And then one day I was looking at pictures --

Q: Oh yeah, Carlos, yeah.

??: I had never seen it.  That’s the first place I saw them.

Q: It’s…________.

??: And then my grandmother had a bunch of me and my aunt.  I don’t know
___________ and my Uncle Rudy.

Q: Oh yeah, yeah.  Oh, I know --
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??: ______ but he never comes across.  He says he’s gonna make some pictures and
give me copies and he never does.  So I don’t know if you’ve talked to him, but…

Q: Well I can…Rudy, yeah.  I’ve got some photos from him, but…you know…

??: It’s like pulling teeth!

VC: _____________ but I’ve got…

Q: _________ copied, some of these, well…you can’t blame them sometimes ‘cause
they…the last thing – I’ve only lost one photo in all my years here.  When
I…when I borrowed a photo.  And I…it was in a…I already had it made.  There
was a copy negative.  There was a print.  I had it on disk ____ and I think
somebody came by and put something on it and scooped it off and went off with
it.  And so…I’ll try not to lose any of your photos.

[laughter]

TA: Oh, and oh…he was is in Austria also.  Put down Austria in the back, you know, I
forgot to…

??: Yeah, ‘cause…’cause a scanner, they’re pretty cheap for…for less than a hundred
bucks, you can buy a scanner.

VC: Oh really?  Really and you can get it?

??: But that’s not where the money is.  The money is in…is in the good photo printer
or…or a…a good – well, you don’t really need… if you put it in a scanner…

VC: Yeah.

??: …and you get it…you get a file, you know, a picture.  And then from that picture
that you’ve scanned in your computer, you can take it to have it printed by a
professional or whatever.  Just put it in a…you know, just put it in a ____ and just
take it _____ and then they can print it, but you have the file in your computer.
Just make a copy on a disk, take it to them, put it on a CD, get a bunch of them on
there and give somebody the CD.  They make the CDs for that.

VC: Hmm…

??: You got it on computer.  And it’s not that hard to do.  I haven’t done it.  Carlos
has done it, but it’s, you know, once you’ve got a computer, he just wants to get it
set up.  And there’s software that you can massage the picture and it really comes
out good.
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VC: So then Cathy and Maria, you know…

??: Yeah, but if you’ve got a scanner, you could scan it in there.  Once you’ve got it
on a scanner, you can have it printed by a professional.

TA: Can I use and old…old computer.  ‘Cause we were gonna give it away, just, you
know, she had to overload it and she just – she wanted a new one.

??: Well, the thing is with the old computers, the new software…

TA: Well, it’s only about 2 years.  The old one.

??: Yeah.  ________________ problem if it’s only two years because ___
every…every time they go into new programs, they take up a lot of memory.

TA: Yeah, oh yeah.

??: And…and, you know, and to do it, they can do it, but it takes longer.  You can
probably do it, but it’ll take you a long time.

VC: Oh, I just _____ everything here.

TA: Yeah.

VC: ________________.

TA: Yeah, you know what we could do, I can…I can call him what the – not that it
matters, you know, but his name, you know…

Q: And your…and you said you were --

VC: We had one photo of Tillie’s grandparents _____________ in a frame.

Q: Oh sure.  Go ahead and just write it right down in the…oh, she doesn’t trust me,
huh?

TA: Yeah!

??: __________ daughter who’s an accountant.

Q: Okay.  Um…

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

Q: No, no, we’re not…no, this is the…no that’s that…that’s that one right over there.
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VC: Oh, okay.

TA: This…it doesn’t say.

Q: No.

TA: No.

VC: Okay.  Here you go.  This is yours.  This is mine.

Q: And you…and you said you’re willing to pay the…the cost of the prints then?

VC: Yeah.

Q: Okay.  And I…and we’ll take care of the…everything else.

VC: You were gonna give me copies of the ones that you’re making, though, right?

Q: Yes.

VC: Yeah.  The ones that…the copies that you make.

Q: Yeah.  You’ll get a copy of that.  Okay.

VC: I’d like a copy of whatever it is that you –

Q: Okay.

VC: -- you choose.  And then I’ll pay for the other set.

Q: Okay.  Sounds good to me.

VC: That’s not…that’s our reward for bringing them in, right?

Q: That’s right.

TA: Yeah.

Q: Tillie, can you sit down and just…there’s a…there a group of photos here.  We
don’t know who they are.  Can you – there’s about…let’s see, it’ll go all the way
up to…all the way up to…could you just sit…look through some of these photos?

TA: Sure.

Q: And see if you recognize anybody in there.
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TA: He reminds me of…uh…he reminds me of – oh…

VC: Is your tape recorder still on?

Q: Yes, should I turn it off?

VC: Oh no.  I was just –

Q: (laughs)

VC: No, no I was just wondering in case she says so that…

TA: God, I would like to know people I care have got – oh that was oh, oh, oh.

Q: This is the group of photos that a lady was gonna burn because she didn’t know
who they were anymore.

[At this point in the conversation, no one is close to the mic so transcription gets very
difficult – this transcript does not represent the entirety of the conversation, only parts
that were clearly audible.]

TA: Oh, how terrible!

Q: So I said, “Well, give them to us.”  I mean, we know they’re from – most of them
_____, but some of say Chandler on them.

TA: ‘Cause I can do better for the glare, you know.

Q: You want to move over to the other – over here a little bit, Tillie?  It might be just
as light over there.  Is that better?

TA: Yes, that’s better.

Q: Oh good.  Yeah, so she was gonna throw those or burn them.

TA: Oh…

VC: _____________.

Q: No she was in her…in her 60s.  Now some of those we know.  I think that’s over
behind the…where the – kind of where that is.

TA: ____________?
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Q: No, no.  It’s in…it’s in town here.  It’s…it’s right by the…the, you know, alfalfa
mill that used to be here.

??: Right there on Delaware?

Q: Yeah.

TA: _____________.

Q: There’s some great photos here.  I think ______________.

TA: You know what?  I could ask Mr. Arafola.  He…he lives here.  he was born here.
They had a big…uh…restaurant and a…and a pool table…a pool…

Q: Pool hall?

TA: Pool hall, right in the corner…where ____where was…uh…Bashas?

Q: Oh right over, you know, right over there…

TA: That street, yeah at the end of the, you know, they owned that…all that property
there.

Q: But the thing with some of these, there’s like a lot of the same people, so if you
get one recognized, then ________ series of photos.

TA: Yeah.  We’re staying with them.  Give you their phone number and then you
could ask them ______________.  Then they’ll do it, you know.  But if you rely
on them to come in, they won’t do it.  But if they had…

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

??: Reynoso?

TA: Reynoso.

??: And Albert Reynoso.

TA: _______ but no _____ because she knows a lot of people.

??: These are all from the same people or from different people?

Q: There’s…there’s different fam – no, this…this came from one…from one family.

??: One family?  Oh.
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TA: See and Nancy has lived here too longer and she knows more people.

Q: At first I thought this was your Dad.

TA: Yeah.

Q: But it’s not.

TA: No.  ____________.

Q: I know that one’s got snow and I don’t know where that is, but I mean, most of
them are in the…you can tell it’s kind of in the Chandler area.

TA: Chicago, Chicago.

Q: Yeah.

TA: Snow!  That’s my _______________.  So what…what did you do?  ______
Chicago __________ Globe.  What do think?

??: That’s ______ Gutierrez.

TA: That’s _____ Gutierrez.

Q: Well that was…that was the lady’s name who gave us this.

??: Yeah, ‘cause it says given it to the familia of Gutierrez.

TA: __________________.  And then those baby pictures _______________.  Some
of these folks are ____________.  All those clothes and ___________.  Is that a
____________.

Q: Well, I mean, some of these photos are in the…they’re in the teens, the 20’s up
into the 50’s, you know?

TA: Yeah.

Q: And some of these were taken somewhere else.  Like this, for instance, I’m sure it
wasn’t taken here.

TA: Yeah.

Q: But stuff like this, you know, my ____ I’m sure that’s your…

??: ______________.
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TA: Put that there close to the train, that’s where they used to have the train.  We used
to get the train there and go to Phoenix.  And uh…now, they don’t even have a
_______.

Q: Yeah, that’s right.

TA: I called up.  I think I’d like to go to Phoenix, what train _______?  He says,
ma’am, you’ll have to go to Tucson and the bus to Tucson.

??: Did you ever get a good picture of the old _____________ family?

Q: No.  No.  I don’t have any interior shot at all.

??: And the…the _______________?

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

Q: Oh yeah, I know.  _______________.

VC: Oh look at that.

??: Somebody’s gotta have that though.

TA: See, that looks familiar.

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

Q: Every once in awhile _____ brings in photos ____________.

??: Did you ever get one of the _______________?

Q: Oh sure.  Oh yeah.  No, I’ve got a good one.  A real good one.

??: Yeah, that was…everybody’s _______ wax their cars and…

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

TA: Now that _______________.

Q: Yeah, ____________.

VC: Look at the high water pants!  The pointed shoes!

[several people talking at once – unable to transcribe]
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Q: That was in the 60’s I think!

TA: Right.

[laughter]

??: Pointed shoes and…uh…

[several people talking at once – unable to transcribe]

TA: But I don’t know anybody.

[subjects are too far away from the mic – unable to transcribe]

TA: But your grandma used to have that picture with you, you know?

Q: If I can find out who this one is, there’s like a bunch of these pictures.  Yeah.

TA: Oh, I _____________.  But you know what?  In…in our case, uh…we lived on
the outskirts of town.  ____ moved in after my Dad died.  And uh…you know,
that’s what I wanted to do.  I want a copy of my Dad…the day my Dad died.  I
_________.

VC: Did you ever find that copy in the paper?

TA: It’s ________, you know.  I think he died in ’38.  You know the…he was coming
home from…

??: Oh, the one where…you and my grandfather?

TA: He died…

??: He died with his daughter in a train wreck, out here on Ryan Road, I think it was.

Q: Oh, was it…uh…what year was it?

TA: ’38.  Yes, I think…no, I don’t remember.  He…I took ________.

??: You said…you said we could look it up in the library, if you give them a…you
know…

TA: I did go to the library.

VC: But it’s not in this library.
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??: But I’m sure they have uh…the Chandler Arizonan?

Q: Yeah, they have them there.

VC: I know.  Which paper did you look through?

TA: The…the Chandler…

VC: Yeah, it wasn’t in the Chandler…

TA: ‘Cause this happened ____________

[several people talking at one – unable to transcribe]

Q: It was in the Chandler paper and then he died…they died by getting –

??: ‘Cause…uh…what’s his name told me…um…

TA: Carlos…

??: _____ told me that, you know, he read something on it.

TA: Yeah and I finally –

??: And he told me he got it off a newspaper.

VC: Yeah.

Q: Let me…let me see if I can find something on it.

TA: He did, you know?

VC: Cause we – I sat there with a…and then I…I asked them and they all said, I took a
phone book, there were like two phone books on the counter, so I sat and…’cause
you have to sit like this on the computer, or the micro thing…

Q: Yeah.

VC: So I sat on the…their phone book and anyway, I ____________ .

[laughter]

TA: I…I know what…
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VC: I offered to buy her…buy the phone book.  And I said, “I’ll give you 20
bucks…20 bucks for this phone book.”  And they said, “We don’t do things like
that here.”

TA: That’s why I told you, look in ’38 and ’39.  It was really ’38.

Q: See that’s a…that’s a cool photo.  Look at the ______ she gave me a big
_________.

??: Yeah.

TA: The _____?

Q: Oh no.  It’s this one here.  Must be his wife ______.

??: It’s in the photo there.

TA: They had three kids or two kids.  I don’t know ___________.  That’s…that’s a
____ that your grandmother would wear.  I know she had some pictures like that.

Q: So this was – so you didn’t find anything in ’38?

TA: No I think it was –

Q: But it…but it was in thirty –

TA: We looked in ’39.  that’s the problem.  We were looking at it and she said no, and
then Carlos said that it happened in ’38.  So he said, “I got a article.”  I said,
“Send it to me.”  It’s been 2 years and I haven’t had it yet, so… -- That’s the
church…the _____ church that was ______.

??: _______________.

Q: Yeah.  Yeah.

??: That…that’s when I was going to school is when _____________ here.

Q: And this…and this was your…this was your…Tillie, this was your Dad who died
in the crash?

TA: Yes.

Q: What was his name?

TA: Uh…Brigido.



Tillie Arvizu & Virginia Camarena
Page 61

Q: Brigino?

TA: Yeah, yeah.  And ___________ Brigido.

Q: Okay.

TA: I think, you know, _________.  And her name was Rosemary, the little girl.  I
think _______ or something like that.  _____________.

??: Who ___________________ church?

TA: I don’t know.

??: That looks familiar, that ____________.

TA: You know Montano, that…was it Montano?

??: It looks like it.

TA: Yeah.  Is that – and he looks like Montano.  No, I didn’t think he was in the
service, though.

??: ______________________.

TA: The families, yeah.  But that’s the first one ________________.

??: _________.

TA: ______________ or something.  And I don’t know.  And this is…looks like that
one _____________ in the lake _________.

Q: Oh, it looks like the Salt River.
??: _____________________.

TA: They usually get _________________, you know, _____________.  I know that
______________ was the…Manuel would come in here and look at ________,
you know, _________________.

??: ______________________.

TA: Yeah, I know.

??: _______________.

Q: How has she been?  Your mom?
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??: She _______________________.  _________________ pretty bad
_____________________________.

Q: Well we can always go and bring this to her to have them…have her look at it.
We don’t have to have her come down here.

TA: _____________________.

??: __________________.

TA: That’s right _________________.

Q: I haven’t talked to them in a long time, no.  _______________________.

??: Yeah.

Q: Yeah. (laughs) _______________________.

??: I saw him Sunday.  But uh…he may be _________________.

TA: __________ wife ______________?

??: _______________________________ pretty good.  Have you ever met him?

Q: I have…I have met him ___________.

??: _______________.

??: All these are…um…the ones _______________.

Q: No, no.  We have – no, they’re…they’re still here.  That’s still part of the
collection.

??: _____________________.

Q: No, no.  Not the whole thing, no.

??: ______________.

TA: Yeah.

??: Here are those pictures _____________________.  There’s one of a _________
too.  See that one?

TA: No, I didn’t _________ that, you know.
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Q: I think I know who those folks are.

TA: And you…you got _____________.

Q: Yeah, I think these are…

TA: __________________________.

Q: Um hmm.

??: ________________________.

Q: Um hmm.

??: But ____ might know some of these people.

TA: She has to because, you know…

??: She worked in the San Marcos and she worked in the school here and
uh…_____________________.

TA: And then her Dad, wasn’t he honored with…did they finally honor him with a
statue or something?  They…

??: He wasn’t –

Q: Yeah, yeah.  What do you have here?  ________________.

??: Before they had it, they had a ___________________ the guy was
______________.  We have a picture of it _________________ my grandmother
and my grandfather.

[recording ends abruptly here…]

[END OF RECORDING]

/gmc


