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Pioneers of the Year: Bob & Danell Tarwater
Th is year’s Pioneers of the Year are Bob and Danell Tarwater. High school sweethearts, they 
will soon be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary. Along the way, in addition to raising 
their 8 children, they were very active in the community and their church.
Bob was an outstanding football player in high school, winning a football scholarship to ASU and being honored at the Chandler 
Historical Society’s Sports Hall of Fame in 2009. He has used his athletic abilities throughout his life in Little League and church 
related athletic tournaments.
Danell meanwhile immersed her talents in many school related activities including classroom activities, the school board, participation 
in creation of Regional Vocational Technical High School, “Kids Voting in Chandler” program, many communities for determining 
budget, curriculum and text books. She received the Chandler Unifi ed School District’s Outstanding Service award in 1991 and a 
Woman of Greatness Award in 2010 from the Chandler Education Foundation. She also is very active in her church activities. A 
special honor to this busy couple was the naming of Tarwater Elementary School in recognition of their many years of service. We are 
pleased to honor Bob and Danell Tarwater as Pioneers of the Year 2012. 

Volunteers of the Year: Barbara Peacock & Jordan Golobich
Any successful organization is only as strong as its volunteer 
base. Chandler Historical Society is fortunate to have many 
outstanding volunteers. Th e fi rst honoree is Barbara Peacock. An 
artist in her own right, Barbara is always the fi rst one to have an 
innovative idea for an enterprise and always the fi rst one to help 
implement any strategy and project. She serves on the Board of 
the Historical Society and is an excellent fundraiser. You probably 
all saw her in action today selling tickets for the 50/50 raffl  e. She 
is very generous with her talents and her experience.
Her interests are very diverse, one of which is llamas. In addition 
to her own animals, she is very active in Llama Rescue and 
Adoption. We are delighted to honor Barbara Peacock as a 
Volunteer of the Year.
Th e second Volunteer of the Year is Jordan Golobich. Th is 
young man has performed a myriad of tasks for the museum 
over the past few years, from graphic design, research and 
renovation of exhibit spaces. However, his greatest contribution 
is his work with ChandlerpediA, the innovative program we 
just heard Jody Crago describe. Jordan has digitized and posted 
every copy of the Chandler Arizonan from 1912 to 1926 so 
far. Th is is a huge task of scanning and creating webpages 
and links, revolutionizing how the Museum works and how 
the public can learn about Chandler history. Th e pages he has 

created over the past year have already had 88,000 hits. Quick 
to smile and with a great sense of humor, diligence and service, 
Jordan is an outstanding example of a well-rounded volunteer. 
We are proud to honor Jordan Golobich as Volunteer of the Year 
2012. 
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A.J. Chandler Award: Chandler Service Club 
Th e A.J. Chandler award is a special award honoring those who 
have made a signifi cant fi nancial contribution to the community. 
Th is year’s award goes to the Chandler Service Club. Chandler 
Service Club was organized in January 1933 by eight women of 
modest means to provide hot lunches for Chandler school children 
whose parents were victims of the Great Depression. Th e program 
was so successful that it soon was extended to provide meals to all 
the children in the Chandler School District. Th ose eight generous 
women cooked meals in their homes, packed up the prepared 
food, delivered it to the school and served wholesome lunches to 
hundreds of students every day, fi ve days a week for four years. 
Th e fi rst Chandler Service Club Charity Ball was held in the spring 
of 1933 and for decades people from across Arizona and beyond 
traveled to the San Marcos Hotel for the ultimate social event of 
the year. Th is year was the 78th annual Charity Ball. 
Other activities have included building and furnishing a 
recreational hall at the Arizona Boys’ Ranch in Queen Creek and 
providing furnishings, books and magazines for each home at the 
Ranch. In 1952, the Club began awarding a yearly scholarship to 
ASU for a qualifi ed boy from the Ranch.
Yet other activities include Ear and Eye Testing at the schools, 
a dental clinic, a shoe and jacket project, and rental fees for band 
and orchestra instruments. Th e Club has contributed funds to 
many projects including Chandler Public Library, the Bookmobile, 
Chandler Regional Hospital, academic scholarships…to name a few. 
Th is very ambitious organization has provided many opportunities 

and many thousands of dollars in fi nancial assistance to the 
community. We are very proud to honor the Chandler Service Club. 
Yet other activities include Ear and Eye Testing at the schools, a 
dental clinic, a shoe and jacket project, and rental fees for band 
and orchestra instruments. 
Th e Club has contributed funds to many projects including 
Chandler Public Library, the Bookmobile, Chandler Regional 
Hospital, academic scholarships…to name a few. 
Th is very ambitious organization has provided many opportunities 
and many thousands of dollars in fi nancial assistance to the 
community. We are very proud to honor the Chandler Service Club. 
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(Citizens of History continued)
Recently, the Chandler Foundation for the Arts honored him for 
his love of the arts and years of stewardship. A Legacy Fund was 
established in his name. 

 
The last Citizens of History are the 
Dudding Family. The Dudding 
Drugstore Dynasty was founded 
by the father, Gene. Gene’s parents 
came to Arizona in 1925 to visit an 
older son and liked it so well they 
moved here when Gene was 16, one 

of the early family enterprises was catching snakes and selling them!
Later Gene married and went to Pharmacy School. He purchased 
the White Cross Drug Store in downtown Chandler, renaming it 
Dudding’s Rexall Drug Store. A lunch counter was incorporated into 
the store, which was a longtime gathering place. Eventually his two 
sons, Carl and Darr joined him as pharmacists in the family business. 
All three men were involved in the Chandler and Gilbert community 
in many ways, including Gene serving on the City Council and Darr 
being names “Outstanding Businessman of 1986” by the Gilbert 
Rotary Club. We are proud to recognize this fine family. 

Outstanding Women of Chandler: 
The Outstanding Women of Chandler project was created to recognize 
women who have made a significant contribution to our city. Since 
2006, 16 women have been so honored and this year we are pleased 
to recognize five more. 

The first honoree is Nancy Ryan Jerdee, who 
has been very active in all aspects of community 
service in Chandler, beginning in high school. 
After her marriage to Robert Hall and two 
year’s residence in the Republic of Panama, they 
returned to Chandler to establish a downtown 
Chandler business, Hall’s Men’s Store, for over 
30 years. Along with a business and family, she 
found time to be active in many organizations 

and church work, where she frequently held offices . She is probably 
best known for her participation in P.E.O. (Philanthropic Education 
Organization) ultimately rising to the level of International President. 
This organization provides educational assistance to women 
internationally. She has helped organize new chapters and has 
frequently been a keynote speaker at various P.E.O. conventions. 
We are pleased to honor this very energetic woman. 

 
The next Outstanding Woman of Chandler is Donna Wallace, who 
is an example of the reason for which this award was created. In 
addition to co-owning a business with her husband Oren (Doug’s 
Radiator and Muffler Shop) and raising a family, she has been 
a very active participant in many diverse community activities. 
These include Chandler Unified School District Governing 
Board (twice as President), “Kids Voting Arizona”, Chandler 
Chamber of Commerce, Chandler YMCA, Chandler Service 
Club (again twice as President), East Valley Assistance League 
and P.E.O (Philanthropic Education Organization). Additionally, 
she served on the City Council from 1998-2006. 
She has received a number of awards but her most treasured is 
“Arizona Mom of the Year 1993” and 2nd runner-up to USA Mom 
of the Year, following a nomination by her daughter. 

The next Outstanding Woman of Chandler is Helen Osborn Enloe. 
Helen came to Chandler by way of Williams Air Force Base, where 
her first husband was Base Commander and she was Base First 
Lady. Unfortunately, in a few years’ time, he was killed in a plane 
crash. Widowed with three young sons, she and her sister opened 
a base nursery and kindergarten, while she was also completing her 
education at ASU. 
She then began her 20-year teaching career with Chandler Unified 
School District, inspiring her students to do the most with their 
education and give back to the community. How many of you had 
Mrs. Enloe for a teacher? One of her students was the young Jay 
Tibshraeney, twice Mayor of Chandler, for whom she predicted his 
later successes. In addition to teaching and raising a second family, 
she was very active in church and community affairs including P.E.O 
(there’s that Philanthropic Education Organization again), Chandler 
Service Club, Chandler Center for the Arts, the Maricopa County 
Hospital District Board, Chandler Historical Society and Altrusa 
Club. In her “spare” time, she was an outstanding seamstress. Her 
talents and community service have benefitted us all. 

 
The next Outstanding Woman of Chandler is Patti Bruno. Her 
license plate defines her passion for the city she has called home for 
33 years. If you see a red van with the plate “Chandler”, she’s usually 
on her way to some community service activity. After volunteering 
with various school organizations for many years, she was elected to 
the School Board. She also served on the Chamber of Commerce, 
the YMCA Board and the Chandler Service Club. 
In 1996, Patti was elected to the Chandler City Council where she 
served 8 years and is still on several City Commissions. Additionally, 
she is a founder and 26 year member of the DCCP (Downtown 
Chandler Community Partnership). She is currently Chair of the Board 
of ICAN (Improving Chandler Area Neighborhoods) and recently led 
them through the development of a new 21,000 s/f Youth Center. 

 
The last Outstanding Woman of 
Chandler is Carol Dobson. A 
transfer from cold Wisconsin to 
the University of Arizona brought 
Carol to Arizona, where she met 
her husband, Dwayne. After 
graduation, they began their family 

along with ranching and farming. Carol immersed herself in various 
community organizations, along with raising a family. These include 
the Chandler Service Club where she served in many offices and 
on many committees; Phoenix Cotton wives, the American Sheep 
Auxiliary and many important governing boards. Her year as 
President of the Chandler Service Club Charity Ball netted $5000, 
an all-time high in 1979. We have already heard the many successful 
financial contributions from that organization and the hardworking 
members. After her family was raised, she did substitute teaching in 
various Chandler schools. She and Dwayne recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. This busy lady always has a smile and 
cheerful word for everyone she meets. 

Citizens of History: 
The first honoree for the Citizen of History award is the  
Jimmy David Family. Two bank robberies early in his professional 
career prompted Jimmie David’s move from Iowa to Chandler in 
1936. Shortly after the second robbery, he was offered a job opening 
the first Valley National Bank branch in Chandler and left Iowa the 
next day. His bride Bea arrived in time for the opening on West 
Boston Street on June 8, 1936. 
Jimmie and Bea never looked back and immersed themselves in 
the new community. Two sons were born to them, Richard and 
Ronnie. Jimmie rose rapidly in the Valley National Bank, which by 
now had 34 branches. Chandler and the surrounding area became 
the agricultural center of the state and Jim David was doing more 
business with ranchers and farmers than any other banker in Arizona. 
Jim and Bea were also active in civic affairs, being founding members 
of the Lions and Lioness Clubs, in which they were both presidents. 
Additionally, Jim was very active on many boards and groups in the 
community including the founding board for Chandler Community 
Hospital. In numerous ways, he did all in his power to help make 
Chandler a better place to live. 

 
The next Citizen of History award went to W.G. Austin, who was 
raised on a farm in what is now Chandler. Chandler didn’t even exist 
when he was born! After graduation from high school, he attended 
Tempe Normal, later known as Arizona State University, where he 
excelled in baseball, basketball and track. He didn’t want to farm the 
rest of his life, so interviewed and was hired to teach at Holbrook 
High School. While there, he coached all the sports and had winning 
teams. He later returned to the University of Arizona to complete 
his studies and following graduation, was hired at Chandler High 
School, where he went on to have a very long career. 
He continued his studies, earning a Master’s degree in School 
Administration and became Superintendent of Chandler Public 
Schools and Principal of Chandler High School. Later, he was 
instrumental in the integration of Chandler High, fully completed 
in 1953. 
W.G. and his wife Dorothy were very active in many civic affairs. He 
was appointed to the State Board of Education in 1955 and retired 
in 1966 after 40 years of coaching, teaching and leading Chandler 
Schools. Austin Field is named in his honor.

 
The next Citizens of History are Wilford and Claire Phelps. 
Accepting this award is their daughter, Suzanne Odekerken. This 
energetic couple, from very diverse backgrounds, first me when 
Claire was transferred from Washington, D.C. to Safford, Arizona 
as counsel on a Water Adjudication case. 
Wilford owned Wilford Phelps Harvesting Company and raised 
sheep, cotton and cattle in the far Southeast Valley. He was active 
in various community organizations including the Water Users 
Association. Claire was educated as an attorney. After her marriage 
to Wilford and move to the East Valley, she was elected to the 

Arizona House of Representatives from 1939-47. Among other 
accomplishments, she co-sponsored two important bills, which were 
passed, the “Right to Work Law in Arizona” and the “Women’s Jury 
Bill” which allowed women to serve on Juries for the first time. She 
also was very active in civic affairs including being President of the 
Order of Women Legislators. 

 
The next Citizen of History is Jinx Patterson. Education and the Arts 
have always been the guiding force in Jinx’ life. Raised in Oregon, 
she became a “transplant” to Arizona when her family moved their 
business here. 
She continued her passion for the Arts, studying piano for 12 years 
and serving as a member of her family’s foundation, the Whiteman 
Foundation. She became a founding member of the City of Chandler’s 
Art Commission and the Chandler Arts Auditorium and a Board 
member of the Phoenix Symphony. 
Educated as an elementary teacher, she is a strong advocate for 
children and education. She is responsible for the curriculum for 
“Kids Voting”, a member of the Gifted Education Committee and 
Basic Arts Committee for the Arizona Department of Education, 
and has served on Advisory Boards for Chandler Gilbert Community 
College and the University of Arizona.
She also has a long history of service to the Maricopa County Hospital 
District, the result of which was the original Chandler Community 
Hospital on McQueen. Many other local organizations have been 
recipients of her talents. 

 
The next Citizen of History is Jerry Brooks, who missed by six 
months being an Arizona native but he has worked vigorously since 
then to serve his “adopted” state. 
After retiring from the Air Force as a Colonel, he came to Chandler 
and became interested in local politics. He served two years on 
the City Council before being elected as Mayor. After leaving the 
Mayor’s position, he served on numerous city boards, commissions, 
non-profit boards and community service groups. to visit an older son 
and liked it so well they moved here when Gene was 16, one of the 
early family enterprises was catching snakes and selling them! 
Later Gene married and went to Pharmacy School. He purchased 
the White Cross Drug Store in downtown Chandler, renaming it 
Dudding’s Rexall Drug Store. A lunch counter was incorporated into 
the store, which was a longtime gathering place. 
Eventually his two sons, Carl and Darr joined him as pharmacists 
in the family business. All three men were involved in the Chandler 
and Gilbert community in many ways, including Gene serving on 
the City Council and Darr being names “Outstanding Businessman 
of 1986” by the Gilbert Rotary Club. We are proud to recognize this 
fine family. 
He is especially proud of his service on DCCP (Downtown Chandler 
Community Partnership) where he helped write the bylaws, and his 
participation with the Chandler Cultural Foundation Board of Directors. 
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